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  							Myerstown, PA  17067
							May 12, 2022

	 Chairman Steven Hammer called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., prevailing time.  The meeting was held in the Conference Room of the Myerstown Water Treatment Facility situated at 601 Stracks Dam Road, Myerstown, PA, 17067.

ROLL CALL:

	Present were: Chairman Steven Hammer; Treasurer Bryan Rittle; Secretary Brian Ziegler; Asst. Treas. Justin Kale (absent); Vice Chairman Patrick Angley; Engineer Farley F. Fry; Solicitor Kenneth Sandoe; Operations Manager Chris Strause; and Assistant Secretary Terry Miller.  

MINUTES:

	Motion by Mr. Rittle; Second by Mr. Angley:  To approve the minutes of the April 14, 2022 meeting as distributed.  Motion passed unanimously.


CITIZEN’S COMMENTS:

Bill Miller of Country Acres Mobile Home Park inquired about obtaining water from the Authority.  A discussion was held to give background on the existing lines and the park.  There was an existing connection but the meter was removed in late 2001 due to terrorism concerns.  Mr. Strause could find no records of the connection.  Mr. Bill Miller stated the 2 parks use about 20,000 gallons of water per day, on average.  The Authority will have to research their records more to determine if any fees were previously paid to hook up to the system before any further action can be taken.  Mr. Fry asked for about 2 years of actual usage records so that he can prepare costs for tapping fees.

COMMUNICATIONS:
	
1. Cincinnati Insurance 3 year renewal letter
2. PMAA Region 4 Spring Meeting letter
3. Steckbeck Engineering Sketch Plan for 18 Unit development


INVOICES:

	Motion by Mr. Rittle:  Second by Mr. Ziegler:  To approve payment of the invoices as presented and attached.  Motion passed unanimously.
.    

FINANCIAL REPORT:

Was reviewed. 


OPERATIONS REPORT FOR MAY 2022:

1.	Cycle #3’s meters were read for the month of May 2022.
2.	46 PA One Calls were responded to in April 2022.  
3.	Well Levels: #3- 11’ Static, #5- 7’ Static, #6- 17’ Pumping, #8- 10’ Static
4.	I. K. Stoltzfus Service Corp. performed an inspection of the Clearwell today 5-12-2022. 
5.	With the limited Backwash capacity, we are still in the process of trying to clear up Filter #2 in order to sample and apply to DEP to put it back in-service.
6.	I haven’t heard anything from Met-Ed since I applied for the Work Order (4-13-2022) to disconnect for Well #3.
7.	We received the new Gutterman leak listening equipment. We have slowly been moving the pods around the North end of the system. At this time, we have found no leaks. 	
8.	Farley and I have been working with Ludwig Engineering on the preliminary plans on the new Dunkin Donuts. We will need to have them setup an escrow account, we have received our first invoice from Hanover Engineering, I paid the invoice but we will need to reimburse ourselves once the account is set-up. 
9.	I just received late yesterday comments from Steckbeck Engineering for an 18 individual dwelling subdivision at 406 Stracks Dam Road. A copy of the letter is attached.
10.	With limited time and high priority, I approved the replacement of the communications from the Chemical Feed Building to the plant with fiberoptics. The entire job will be $10,575, that includes pulling the fiberoptic 12 pair cable, the rack and switch for future expansion and programming of the SCADA System. The two Modicon Units that were struck by lightning last month are $1,050 apiece and we would need two to replace and have spares on the shelf. We lose at least two of these units a year from lightning strikes.
11.	I have been working with Thomas Titone of Hanover Engineering on the problems with the water plant building. I have A.H. Moyer lined up to televise the storm sewer lines in the back parking lot to make sure they are still intact. A quote for 4 borings is on the agenda for tonight. I have also been trying to line up a ground penetrating radar firm to check for any underground voids or sinkholes.
12. 	A huge sinkhole formed in the main driveway of the plant May 10, 2022. SLH Excavating repaired the hole May 11, 2022. This is the same issue the plant is currently having as well.
13.	Well #5 has also lost its surge suppression unit, we are currently waiting on a unit for Well #6 & Well #5. Both units have been hit so many times from the Met-Ed issues they finally need replacement. Well #5 unit is $1,105 and Well #6 unit is $2,150. A new Act-Pak was installed at Well #5 that was also destroyed, that units was $360.62.
14.	AECOM contacted the Authority with plans for a Ground Water Collection Trench at the former Whitmoyer Superfund Site. Farley is going to contact them about our problems involving the deterioration of the underground facilities on Fairlane Avenue and the meter to the Wenger’s machine shop.


OFFICE REPORT FOR MAY 2022:

1. There were 0 new connection fees paid since last meeting.  
2. There was 1 bad debit last month. 
3. We posted 13 properties this month.
4. Shutoff notices were sent to 38 properties this month. 
5. Attached is a copy of the most recent Auditor’s Report that I do monthly. 

CASH POSITION:

    Was reviewed. Mr. Hammer asked how long a renewal we want to do on the interest from our Edward Jones bonds.  The Authority discussed buying CDs instead of bonds, and laddering them for staggered maturities.  After some discussion, the Authority decided to open a money market account at Edward Jones with the interest money instead, which will allow the money to be more easily accessed if needed, and  also leaving the option to move some into CDs at a later date.
     

SOLICITOR’S REPORT:

The Right of Way and Deed of Dedication for the EJCO School District project were both signed and will be recorded.  Mr. Sandoe said we can still close out the ELCO Escrow Account and send a bill to ELCO for the deed recording so they will not have to add more money to the account just for the deed recording.

ENGINEER’S REPORT:

Was reviewed. A discussion was held on the easements for the transmission main.  It was decided that Solicitor Sandoe should prepare a formal letter of offer to the 2 property owners.  

Motion by Mr. Rittle; Second by Mr. Ziegler: To offer Martin $1500.00 with crop damage and compaction included, and Zimmerman/Brubaker $1500.00 plus crop damage and compaction settled after completion.  Motion passed unanimously.  

A discussion was held on redirecting water runoff at the Filter Plant.  Mr. Strause will check on getting the fence moved before anything else can be done.

OLD BUSINESS:
 
The Filter Media Project was discussed in the Operations Report.

The Transmission Main Project was discussed in the Engineer’s Report.



NEW BUSINESS:

Motion by Mr. Angley, Second by Mr. Rittle: To approve Requisition 17-2022 for $1977.00 to Hanover Engineering Inc. for the Transmission Main Project and Requisition 18-2022 for $482.00 to Hanover Engineering Inc. for the South Railroad St. Main Project.   Motion passed unanimously.

Motion by Mr. Rittle; Second by Mr. Angley: To approve terminating the ELCO School District Escrow Account and return the unused portion of $46.92.  Motion passed unanimously.

 Motion by Mr. Angley; Second by Mr. Ziegler: To pay $6200.00 to Earth Engineering for 4 borings around the Water Plant.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion by Mr. Rittle; Second by Mr. Angley: To add 2 items to the agenda- a quote from Heim for communications equipment and payment request number 2 to Derstine for the Filter Media Project . Motion passed unanimously.

Motion by Mr. Angley; Second by Mr. Rittle: To approve the quote from Heim of $10,575.00 for fiber optic communications from the Chemical Feed Building to the Water Plant.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion by Mr. Rittle; Second by Mr. Ziegler: To approve payment request number 2 for $27,610.00 to Derstine Corp. for the Filter Media Project.  Motion passed unanimously. 


ADJOURNMENT:  

No further business to come before the meeting, the meeting was adjourned at 9:02 P.M., prevailing time.

							Respectfully submitted,


							Terry M. Miller
							Asst. Sec.
							

				`		


